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Amos iv. 1 and 2. Hear this Word, ye Kine of 
BASHAN, that are inthe Mountain of SAM a= . 
RIA, which oppreſs the Poor, which cruſh the 
Needy, which ſay to their Maſters, Bring, and 2 
let us Drink. The LoRD GOD hath ſworn 3 
by his Holineſs, that lo, the Day ſhall come upon 9 
you, that be will take you away with Hooks. | 


.v 


* 


— 


Kriens in the YEAR, M oc. 
7 (Fries Thins half. Ponce.) 


” 


2 
—— — —ñ—ÿ6[—— 
————— — 


— "is. as 
- 
= 


6% 0's br — 


3 21—»A—õ "Py . „ 9 * 
T1 * 1 e 
” * 


SERMON, Cc. 


own Rights againſt the exorbitant Demands 

of the Vicar of our Pariſh, and know of no 
way of being reimburſed, but by entring into ho- 
ly Orders, which I intend doing, aſſoon as I can 
have Intreſt enough, with one of the Biſhops to 
lay his Hands upon Me. In order to this, and 
that you my future Revd. Brethren of the Clergy 
may become my Interceſſors with ſome of their 
Lordſhips, I ſhall give you a Sample of my Skill 
in Preaching, by publiſhing this Diſcourſe, which 
I intend delivering, the firſt Time I ſhall be cal- 
led to preach a Viſitation Sermon, or when I 
come to be a 28 it will do well enough for 
a Charge to my Clergy. I muſt own indeed, 
that this Sermon is not all of my own compoſing, 
but is a good deal of ir borrowed from others, 
and particularly from our Reyd. Brother the Dean 
of Down's late Eſſay upon the Divine Right of 
Tyths. Bur in this what do I more than your- 
ſelves? Nay I have ſhewed my Skill, in Pieceing 


1 Have been a great Sufferer, in defending m 


up a good number of Patches and Shreds, which 
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is as much as the beſt of you do, and more tha" 

the greater number, who Borrow whole Sermons 
by the lump.. This I have been told, and am apt 
ro believe it is true: for what elſe can be the 
meaning of the Advertiſements we frequently ſee 
in our News Papers, of Sermons to be fold, and 

warranted not printed, 


My Text ſhall be the ſame with that of the 
Dean, thou ſhall not cover, &c. It is God's tenth 
Commandment, and therefore ſeems of right to be- 
long to. the Clergy. . A Sermon preached. upon 
this Portion of Scripture is moſt. ſeaſonable to 
them: Nay, had it not been for their Practice, 
and the Example they have ſer their Pariſhioners, 
there had not been perhaps ſo much nced for this 
Part of the Decalogue as there is, 


T am ſurprized our good Brother ſhould have 
omitted what was ſo neceſſary to his Diſcourſe, 
a Paraphraze of the Text, and find myſelf under 


a Neceſſity of lupplying that Defe&. Ir is then 


as if it had been ſaid, O ye Prieſts, the forego- 
« ing nine Commandments are in common to 
« you and the Laity, but this tenth one is par- 
„ ticularly calculated for you, as ye will be al- 
« ways very much inclined to that Temper of 
% mind which it forbids, Be therefore very care- 
ful of your ſelves, that ye ſuffer not your ſelves 
« to go too much out after the Goods of your 
&« Parithioners, the fruit of their Labour, and that 
« of their Men and Maid-ſervants, their Corn, 
ce their Milk and Butter, their Pigs and Geeſe, 
6 their Gardens, Flax, and Turf-ftacks : But be 

6 content 
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« content with ſuch moderate Wages,” as the. 
c people, whoſe Servants ye ate, ſhall think fir 
&« to beſtow upon you, 


As to the Right every Man has to his Proper- 

„and the Injuſtice and Wickedneſs of your in- 
clining to take it from him, I ſhall not ſpend 
your Time about it. If you can have Leiſure 


from Purſuits that, are more agreeable to you, 


you may read ſome of the Excellent Diſcourles 
which the Doctors of the Church have left be- 
hind them on that Subject. Or if ſuch a ſuper- 
ficial View, as ye commonly take of every Thing 
but Tyths, will content you, ye may read what 


the Dean hath ſaid upon it, in the zd and zd 


Pages of his Eſſay. 


The Plan I intend going upon in this Diſcourſe 
is, that there ought to be a ſufficient Mainte- 


nance provided for the Clergy, which I think 
ought ro be a Hundred Pounds a Year to every 


one of them, this would be enough to ſupport 
them and their Families, and to afford them Lei- 


ſure to attend, without Diſtraction of mind to 
the Duties of their Function. Here I ſhall be ob- 
liged to the Dean for the Proof of my Point, his 


Arguments ſuiting my Subject every bit as well 


Had I here the Laity to deal with, the Rea- 
ſonableneſs of the Thing, would make them at- 
tend to what I have to lay. But as I am to ad- 
dreſs myſelf to you, whoſe minds have a ſtrong 
Tendency the contrary way, I muſt uſe ſome of 
the pathetick Exclamations of our beloved Bro- 


ther, 


' 
\. 
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ther. Ovice am again then my Rey'd Brethren, 
1 mak# it ty Requeſt to you, to bear the this 
head with Chriſtian Candor, and my Brethyen 
when 1 exhort , you to bear me upon this Subjeft, I 
mean only to exhort you to hear the voice of Reaſon, 
10 liften to the Prophets, Apoſtles and Evangelifts, 
mor whom are more on my {ide than that of the 
n. 


My Brethren, there hath been a competent 
Maintenance appointed for the Clergy, and this 
by a Figure of the Dean's Oratory may be called 
a Chiefry which bath been reſerved upon all Lands 
from the Foundation of the World. But that this 
Appointment for the Maintenance of the Clergy 
was T'yth, has no ſuch Thing as the uniform Prac- 
tice of all Mankind, throug bout all Ages, and Na- 
tions of the World to evince it: and therefore how 
the Dean could alledge that all Mankind did a- 
gree in this fixed Proportion, is utterly inconceiveable, 
and does not in the leaſt prove tbe Influence of one 
univerſal Authority, obliging them all to it. 


Another Argument for a competent Mainte- 
nance to the Clergy, may be drawn from the infi- 
mie Wiſdom of the Appointment, Bur Tyths are 
by no means that Competent Maintenance, and 
therefore in the preſent Circumſtances, appear by 
no means Horthy of God. 


In the firſt place, they are ſuch a means of ſup- 
porting true Religion as often vary. By them one 
Clergyman has a Thouſand pounds a Year, another | 
five Hundred, and a third but Forty. And T = 

1 People 
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Tof I: 
People have Plenty the Prieft indeed hath Plenty 
of 228 from the Tenth of the annual Produce of 


the Earth. But sf the People have Scarcity, be 
ſeldom feels that Scarcity as well as they. In 
ſcarce Years the People muſt keep their Tyth 
at any Rate, to be Bread for their Familics, and 
Fodder for their Cattle, of this the Prieſt knows 
very well how to make his Gain, and always in- 
ifs on a higher Compoſition for his Tyth in 
ſuch Years, than in Years of great Plenty, when 
Corn and Straw are likely to lie as a Drug upon 
his Hands, 


Tyths are every bit as little fitted to place the 
Prieſt in the midle State of Life, wherein true 
Happineſs is beſt attained. They enable him to 
revel in Wine and Dainties, to ride in a Coach, 
and in Expence, and a pompous way of Living 
to rival, and even ſometimes to out do the Squire, 
While his poor Curate, who does all the Drudge- 
ry for him, is ſweating, and ſtarving, upon thir- 
ty or forty Pounds a Year, All the World 
knows how much Opportunity he has to oppreſs 
his People. He is indeed ſeldom in @ Condition 
to be much oppreſſed by his People, and when he 
at any Time happens to think himſelf ſo, does he 
commonly ſubmit to it as a Tryal of Patience, in 
order to make his Life more examplary and uſeful ? 


Has our good Brother the Dean himſelf given 
gre Evidence of his having learned this Leſ- 
on from what he takes to be an Oppreſſion up- 
on him by one of the Laity ? Does he not 
expoſe the Gentleman he ſuppoſes guilty of it, 


both 
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both from the Pulpit and the Preſs ? Expoſe 
him as one who had oppreſſed A worthy Clergyman 
for doing an Act of Duty. Does he not point 
him our fo plainly as that every Body may know 
who he is? He is a Gentleman who has a large 
Eftate in the Pariſh, He is a Gentleman in Office 
under bis Majejty and Guardian of the Law. And 
as if all this were not enough, the Treatment he 


has met with has provoked him to withhold his 


Charity from the Poor of the Pariſh, probably 
the Gentleman's Tennants. Tho' he has near 
two thouſand Pounds yearly by the Church, yet 
his Reſentment has carried him ſo far, as 7o hin- 
der himſelf of the Felicity of doing Good, the De- 
light of relieving Diſtreſs, and of obeying the Di- 
vine Commands in doing ſo ls this to lubmir to 


an Injury as a Tryal of Patience? Is this the 


way to make his own Life more exemplary and 
uſeful ? I am ſadly afraid Brethren char the 
Doctor, upon his firſt going to his Deanery, 
has been playing ſome of theie Pranks for which 
our Order is ſo noted, and that what he fo tra- 


gically complains of, has not happened to him 


meerly for building of Churches. 


But it ſeems 'Tyths are a very wiſe Appoint- 
ment, becauſe they neither are nor can be, in any 
Degree expenſive to any of the People. Would any 
Man in his Senſes, any but a Madman, to bar- 
row ſome of our Brother's gentee] Expreſſions, 
in his other Writings, expect L ſhould be ar 
Pains ro confute what thouſands of Inſtances 
every Day make the contrary of, as clear as 


the Sun, The Aſſertion can be no lets than 
N Hypocriſy, 


Sans. Gs a 


/ at et... * 4 


e 


— — — 
— — — — - - 


5 (6939 | 
Hypocriſy, Fanaticiſm, and the abandoned Effron 
tery of a Man. And he muſt have a moſt amazin 


defending it. 


Having thus ſhewed you how little Foundati- 
on there is for the Dean's Aſſertions, for. which 
he has not attempted to give the leaſt Shadow 
of Proof, I ſhall borrow what l take to be the 
rue Caſe of Tyths from a Pamphlet lately pub- 
ſed in London, entituled, Tye srarz PRE» 
ERABLE TO THE CHURCH. | 


i 


The Author of it ſays, in the 15th and 
everal following Pages, There was a Time 
+ when the Church had neither Tyths nor Lands, 
and the Clergy themſelves won't deny that the 
Church was Pureſt in thoſe Davs of Competency 
and Equality. I hope there is none of our Cler- 
« gy ſo Popiſhly inclined, as to think Tyths are of 
a divine Right. He who by the Maſaick Law 

„ would introduce Tyths into the Chriſtian Syſ- 
tem, introduces hkewile a Sacrifice and an Altar, 
*« without which Yths by the Law were unſarcti · 
% fied and poluted. -. 


© This is ſo true, that the Jews, ever ſince 
their Temple was deſtroyed, tho' they have 
„ Rabbies and Teachers of the Law, yet pay 
no Tyths, as having no proper Levites, to 


whereupon to hallow them. 


te All the Proteſtant Divines of Europe except 
* ſome few of our eſtabliſhed Church, in the 
| B be 41 


Stock of what 1 ſhould in mj ſelf deem profane and 
profligate Vanity, who thinks himſelf capable of 


„ whom they ſhould pay them, nor Altars 
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laſt Century, deny the Law of Tyths to be 


in force under the Goſpel, And they build 
their Opinion on this, that tho* Hire to the 
Labourer be of moral and perpetual Right, yer 
that ſpecial kind of Hire the Tenth, can be of 


no Right or Neceſſity, bur to the ſpecial kind 


of Labour for which God ordained it : But 
that ſpecial Labour was the Levitical and Ce- 
remonial Service of the Temple, which being 
aboliſhed, the Right therefore of the ſpecial 
Hire muſt be aboliſhed like wiſe. 


60 That Tyths =. of human Invention is evi- 
dent to me, becauſe for the firſt 300 Years 


after Chriſt, no mention is made of any ſuch 


Thing. Churchmen lived in thoſe purer Days, 
on free- will Offerings: nor could the Defect 
of paying Tyths be owing to the want of 
a Civil Magiſtracy, ſince Chriſtians having 
Lands might have given out of them whar 
they pleaſed, 4 


« As a Proof that Tyths were introduced by 

the Craft of the Clergy of the Weſtern 
Church long after Chriſt, we find no Traces 
of them, among the Eaſtern Churches even 


& to this Day: tho' they have had very early both 


cc 


ce 
cc 


cc 
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Sacrifice and Altars, as well as the Latin 
Church. The Greek Church, wherever dif- 
fuſed, knows nothing of a Divine Right, to | 
{trip rhe induſtrions Poor of a Tenth Parr of 
their Labour, And in the preſent wide Ruſſi- 
an Empire, where the Clergy are ſaid to lord 
it over the Laity, as much, or more than in 


Countries where the Latin Church prevails, 
here 


| 11 ) | 
« here I ſay, are no Tyths paid or exsQcd. 


&« A certain Proof that the Greek Church look 
e not upon them as enjoined by the Goſpel.” 


Now my Brethren, ſince the Caſe is, as this 
Gentleman has repreſented it, will a Man rob God, 
by pretending he has given him whit he has 
not given him z and what the Law has given 
him, for the Support of the Poor as well as for 
his own Maintenance, ought he to take the 
whole of it to himſelf? and what is the Conſequence 
of ibis? Ask the Prophet Malachi, and be will tell 
you. Te are curſed with a Corſe, for ye have robbed 
me. Even this whole Body of Men, who, where- 
ever they are ſet up to be a diſtinct Nation. 


My Brethren do you not ſce, do you nat feel, 
your Nation to be under the Curſe of God, for your 
Sins and their un? have am ſeven. Tears paſſed, 
within the Memory of moſi of you, wherein this 
Land hath not been infeſted with a Famine, and the 
Calamities attending it; the Miſery and Mortality 
of Man and Beaſt ? and what can be conceived 
more equitable, more righteous than thoſe Chaſtiſc- 
ments. You who pretend to be God's Prieſts 
oppreſs your Pariſhioners, and rob the Poor of 
their Dues. | | | 


II we can believe our good Brother, you are 
a ſad Sett of Priꝭſts in other Reſpects too. The 


petulant Profanneſs of the civil World about you, | 


has driven you from ſuſtaining the diſtinguiſhed 
Piety of your Character. Ye negle& that Sour- 
neſs and Moroſeneſs which ought to be your dil- 
tinguiſhing Badge, and appear for the moſt part 
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on 
without your Gowns; @s virtuous well bred Seculars 
are wont to do. Ye are turned quite Graceleſs, 
ye forget to bid God bleſs your People, or to ſay 
Grice to your Meat. Ye take the Meaſures of 
your Mini ſiry more from the Dictateuof buman 
Prudente than Chriſtian Pieiy, and immerſed in 
worldly Wiſdom, ye farget that the Times and Sea- 
N are in ibe Hahl of C. 


T 00 ned there is'to be 0 even againſt the 
beſt of you, the worthy Dean himſelf has, as I 
ſaid already, near two I' houſand Pounds a Year 
by his Deancry, and what does he do for it? 
Why he has preached one Sermon, in one of 
the Pariſhes of it, and may be he will never 

reach another. And what kind of a Sermon 
Was it? Why one about the Digarey of their 
Office and the Divine Right of Tyths. The 
pioùs Dean the Maſter Shepherd has indeed in 
this Sermon taught the People the Duty they 
owe him, but the Duties they owe to God 
and their Neighbour (ſmall Things in Compa- 
rifon) he has left the Curate to reach them. 
And if any one pretends to withhold but one Shil- 
ling of what he imagines to be his Due, truely 
he will not give one Farthing in Charity to 


the Poor of that immenſe Revenue he enjoys. 


Stand amazed, 0 ye Prieſts, a Storm of Thun- 
der and Lightning is juſt ready to overwhelm 
you. Hark how contrary the Winds! bow loud 
the Tempeſt ! bow black and lowering the Cluuds / 
bur at preſent your Reſt is in your Deaneries 
and Livings. 


Ay 


C033 1 
My Brethren. we have * very lately expes 
rienced the V. engeance of God upon our great crying 
Sins ; in the Name of Truth entitle yourſelves, 
from this Moment, to bis Bleſſing upon the contrary 
4 


I forbear to cumber you with Quotations on this 
Head, from the New Teſtament, the whole of 
which is againſt you. And as to the Old Teſ- 
tament, I ſhall only beg your Attention to two ſa- 
cred Witneſſes, who were neither Infidels nor Fa- 
naticks. Hear the wiſeſt of Men upon this 


Point, Prov. iij. 9. Honour the Lord with thy Sub- 


ſtance, by giving a ſufficient Proportion of it to 
the Poor, and with the ſame View, with the 


firſt. Fruits of all thine Increaſe, ſo ſhall thy Barns © 


be filled. with Plenty, and thy Preſſes ſhall burſt 
out with new Wine. Hear alſo what the Prophet 
Malachi ſays upon this Head, Mal. iii. 10. Bring ye 
all the Tyths into the Store Houſe, into the pub- 
lick Store Houſe, O ye Prieſts, and not your 
own, that there may be Meat in mine Houſe, that 
the Poor may have Bread, and prove me now 
herewith, faith the Lord of Hoſts, if I will not open 
you the Windows of Heaven, and pour you out a 
Bleſſing that there * not be Room e to re- 
ceive it. 


My Brethren ye all profeſs yourſelves ſerious 


Chriſtians, In the Name of Truth walk worthy of 
your Profeſſion, and ſuffer not yourſelves to be delud- 
ed to your Eternal Ruin, by the crafty Milineſs of 
A ſen who lie in Wait 10 deceive you, by making 


you 


i" 
— N 


— — — — — — — re —— — 
— —6ũ c — 1 


( 14 | 
— believe that God Almighty has given you a 
ight where he has not. Men who are as ſurely 
cruel Enemies to your Salvation, as they are to the 


| Chriſtian Religion, whatever they may be to ours, 


Ze have all renounced the Errors of Rome. In 
the Name of Truth will ye not alſo renounce the 
Original of theſe Errors, the Divine Right of 
Tyths. Thou that abhorreft Idols, doit thou 
commit Sacrilege, by robbing the Poor. | 


The Objection againſt Tyths, that they are 
no where enjoined by the Chriſtian Religion, ſtands 
ſtill in full Force. The whole Moſaick Law is 
repealed by the Chriſtian Religion, of whieh 
the Law of Tyths is a Part, and therefore the 
Objectian to the Payment of them is in no Force. 
How greatly were it to be wiſhed, that Chriſtians 
would conſider more attentively how far the Chriſtian 
Diſpenſation hath repealed the Mofaick : So far 
ſurely as that when it has aboliſhed Sacrifices and 
Altars, Prieſts and Levites, it hath alſo aboliſhed 
the means of ſupporting all theſe, the Payment 


of Tyths, 


My Brethren I do ſolemnly averr that Tyths have 
to the beſt of my Judgment in the preſent Circum- 
ſtances, no Charafters or Proofs, external or in- 


ternal of their Divine Original. They are not as 


old as the Creation, for firſs Fruits and Offerings are 


none of them. They are not now Means appointed 
for Ends worthy of infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs. 


They are changeable, unequal, expenſive and op 
preſſive 


ö 
| 
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. 
preſſive Supports of the Clergy, as they uſe them, 
tho' not as the Law has given them to them, 


To ſum up all my Brethren, as you dread a 
juſt Judgment upon Sacrilege, beware of Covetouſ- 
neſs, the Root of it. Remember that dreadful Cha- 
rafter of this Vice, recorded by the Pſalmiſt, the 
Covetous whom God abhorreth. Remember the De- 
claration by the Mouth of the Prophet, that be 
hateth Robbery, tho' it were for a burnt Offering. 
Remember the great Chriſtian Rule of Rightcouſneſ, 
and do unto all Men, as ye would that they ſhould 
do unto you. | Render therefore unto Ceſar the things 
that are Ceſar s, by ſhewing your Countenances, 
in the Support of his Title, if ever his Domini- 
ons ſhould be viſited by another Rebellion, and 
unto God, the things that are God's, by giving to 
bis Poor. So ſhall ye fulfil all Righteouſneſs, and 
be inexcuſeable if ye do not. For he bath ſbewed 
thee, O Prieſt, as well as other Men, what js 
good, and what doth the Lord thy God require of 
thee, but to do juſtly, to love Mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy GOD, "© 
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a I. this Satpple of my Preaching be. not agree- 
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| able to my Revd. Brethren the Clergy, I 


| J eſign to give them another more agreeable on 
15 2 Cor. xii, and 14, 1 will not be burihen/ome to 
2 . your, for 1 ſeek not yours but you : Compared with 


Phil. ii. and 21. For all ſeek, their own, not the 
things which are JE$usCuRIsT's, Wherein I 
ſhall ſhow how far the Apoſtles and other early 
Teachers of Chriſtianity, were culpable, in nei⸗- 
ther poſſeſſing, nor wiſhing themſelyes poſſeſſed 
of the T37bs.. And allo, offer a better Apology 
for them, than our Brother the Deandoth; which 
is that before they  cltabliſhed their Doctrine it 
would have been abſurd, injurious and deſtructive 
of their Miſſion to bave done PAL which in plain 
Engliſh is, that, the Prieſicraft ſhould not be 
ſpewn'all at once, for bad they told the People they 
were 10 be loaded with ſuch '@ grievous and oppreſ- 
five Tax, they would not have followed them. And 


I will likewiſe ſhow how far the Apoſtles Con- 
duct, impairs and barrs, the now Claim, ot their 
pretended Succeſlors. ” 
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